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There Is a Tree 

There is a tree whose roots sink deeply into the very core of the earth.  Its 
branches soar up through the sky and out into the universe.  Its trunk is so wide, 
no one really knows where one side begins or the other one ends.  On that tree, 

there are so many leaves that, from far away, they seem to blend together as one. 

But, up close, each leaf looks completely separate.  Because of this, most leaves 
overlook the fact that their stems are attached to small branches, which give way 
to all the other branches and ultimately connect to every other leaf on the tree.  

Most leaves forget this connection and feel separate and alone. 

When it rains, the leaves think they must accumulate more drops on them than 
the others, or they might die of thirst.  So they compete with each other for the 

limited raindrops, forgetting that they all share the same roots, which absorb the 
water when it moistens the earth. 

When the sun comes out, the leaves are again worried, this time because they 
may not get enough light.  When they see other leaves getting more sunlight 

than themselves, they feel resentful and envious, forgetting that when the sun 
shines on any one of them, the warmth and energy strengthens them all. 

Some leaves don't remember that they are part of a tree until they fall to the 
ground.  But from the ground looking up, they can plainly see that all the leaves 

are growing from the same tree.  Once they remember, they transform into 
nourishing soil and continue on as a different part of the tree. 

Some leaves, on the other hand, remember before they fall from the tree.  When 
it rains, these leaves relax and trust, knowing that the water will moisten the soil 
below, and the roots of the great tree will absorb it, providing plenty of water for 

each leaf. 

When the sun comes out, the leaves bask in its warmth.  When they see other 
leaves getting more sunlight, they are delighted, knowing that they all benefit 

from each other's success. 

But the most amazing thing is that when one leaf remembers, sometimes other 
leaves notice.  And then, slowly, they begin to remember, too.  And before you 

know it, on a tree whose roots sink deeply into the core of the earth with 
branches that reach all the way out into the universe, there are leaves that, even 

up close, don't seem so separate. 


